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TWAIN Students Christina Kirchhoff, Christine Maclennan, Cecilla 
Lopez, Cai Deering, Maison, Arroyo and Joseph Allande have fun in the 


computer lab. 
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Magnet Schools of the Eastside 


The Secret of Mark 
Twain Elementary School 


By Laurann Wakefield 


If a California mission had been ~ 


built in Long Beach, it would surely 
look like Mark Twain Elementary 
School, with its graceful portico, 
broad Spanish arches and working 
campanile. Constructed in the mid 
1930's, Twain’s campus is not far 
from Long Beach City College, and 
in fact part of it may have been orig- 
inally used or built for the college’s 
purposes. Today it houses kinder- 
garten through fifth grade and a 
very important secret. The result of 
this secret is almost unequaled suc- 
cess in test Scores, student achieve- 
iment,.an.outstanding magnet pro- 

~ gram and recognition as one of the 
top schools of the district and the 
nation. The secret itself is...well, 
we’ll come to that a bit later. 


. If Beachcomber readers have 
been following the Magnet Schools 
of the Eastside series, you've read a 
lot about Eastside schools holding 
or receiving the California Distin- 
guished School Award and occa- 
sionally The National Blue Ribbon 
School of Excellence Award. 
These are not just nominal prizes. 
To qualify, Twain had to demon- 
‘strate sustained excellence over a 
minimum of five years in eight ar- 
eas, only one of which was test 
scores. The other seven categories 
were student focus and support, 
school culture and organization, 
challenging standards and curricu- 
lum, active teaching and learning, 
professional community, leadership 
and educational vitality, school, 
family and community partner- 
ships. These are a lot of areas in 
which to be excellent, and it took 
something very special to accom- 
plish this. (Are you getting a hint 
yet?) In 1997 Twain was either the 
second or tied with Prisk for the 
second Long Beach school to win 
the California Distinguished 


School Award. In 1999, it was one 
of only 266 public and private 
schools in the USA to earn the Blue 


Ribbon award and one of only six — 


schools in Los Angeles County to 
receive this important recognition. 


One of the most outstanding 
manifestations of the Twain excel- 
lence is its computer technology 
magnet program. The technology 
lab, under Mr, Joe Bustillos, fea- 
tures networked PCs, high-speed 


networked laser printers and laptop 


keyboards. In cooperation with 
classroom teachers, lessons are ~ 
planned to include the use of com- 
puter learning in every type of aca- 
demic class. Even the kindergarten 
children practice word processing 
and graphics skills. Mr. Bustillos is . 
an sae combination of tech- 
nician, teacher and advocate for the 
students, and the affection they 
have for him is obvious. 


So what is the secret of Twain 
school? Principal Tom Malkus ex- 
plained the high quality of the 
teachers there: the grade level 
teams interview teacher applicants. 
The new teacher has to pass muster 
with his or her co-workers in terms 
of expertise, commitment, and the 
ability to be a team player in the 
continuing quest for excellence. A 
dedicated team of teachers at every 
grade level and the corresponding 
involvement of parents sets the 
stage for great accomplishments. 
Teamwork is the secret and the suc- 
cess it brings is habitual. 


For more information on Mark 
Twain School, call (562) 421-8412 
or visit the website at 
www.lbusd.k12.ca.us. You may 
also contact the LBUSD Magnet~ 


Office at 
lwakefield@Ibusd.k12.ca.us or 
visit the magnet website at 


www.|busd.k12.ca.us/magnet. 
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Diddley’s Darli 
Drummer Daus 


By Steve Propes 


Tammi B. Diddley was Bo 
Diddley’s last offspring and ever 
since has been working to live up to 
the legend of her Rock And Roll 
Hall Of Fame father and doing a 
pretty good job of it. Most recently, 
she backed Diddley at the Long 
Beach Blues Festival held over La- 

_ bor Day, 2001. But that’s hardly the 
first time. 


“Tammi started. working as a 
go-go dancer at about four or five 
years of age,” said her mother Kay 
McDaniel, Diddley’s second or 
third wife, depending on whether 
annulments count. “She'd sleep be- 
tween shows.” 


- “He wanted a boy, why do you 
think he called me Timmie?” asked 

the highly energetic 39-year-old 

Tammi. “He bought boy’s toys like 

helicopters for me. At Christmas, 

I'd wake up in the morning and he’d 
. be playing with these toys. If it 
weren’t for my mother, I wouldn’t 
have a Barbie Doll.” 


After a 1971 earthquake, the 
family relocated from Granada 
Hills to New Mexico. “Bo had done 
a movie there with Dennis Hopper,” 
Kay recalled when asked why Bo 
picked that-state. “I had two chil- 

"dren who thought that Indians were 
still scalping people. Bo went sepa- 
rately. When the earthquake hit, we 
thought, “New Mexico!” 


It was in New Me®ico that Bo 
served asa volunteer deputy sheriff 
and Tammi took up’ drumming. 
“She’d hear Bo’s drummer during 
rehearsal and keep time on the 


trampoline,” said Kay. “She learned 
it in her sleep.” 


“T first played with Bo when I 
started.a band called the Diddley 
Darlings at age nine,” said Tammi. 
“We played country and western on 
the rodeo circuit on a platform in 
the middle of the arena. The first 
song I learned was ‘Wipe Out’.” 
Tammi was also an active partici- 
pant in rodeos, setting a record at 
“goat-tying” on her way to becom- 
ing the local 1976 champion. 
Tammi now has a complete collec- 
tion of personal photos and clip- 
pings to back up all of her claims. 


“At the age of 16, I started play- 
ing with my father in Australia,” 
said Tammi. “I was his set-in dr as 
mer, in case he needed to replace 
me. By the second show, people 
were screaming “we want Tammi.’” 


In 1984, Tammi played the New 
Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival 
and later worked with Kool & the 
Gang, the SOS Band and guitarist 
Ron Wood of the Rolling Stones. 
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